The Newspaper of the Industry 


Published Every Monday at Detroit by the 
SLOCUM PUBLISHING COMPANY, INCORPORATED 


5229 Cass Avenue 


New York—5l1 E. 42nd St. 
Murray Hill—6-0104 


Vol. 19, No. 2788 


Columbia 4245 


Washington—Chandler Bldg. 
4803 


Chicago—360 N. Michigan Ave. 
National State 6278 


Entered as second-class matter Post Office, Detroit, ander Act of Mar. 3, 1879 


DETROIT, SEPTEMBER 13, 1943 


DIGEST EDITION 


AvTomotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers | 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since AUTOMOTIVE News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 


(Next Regular Edition, Including Truck Section, Sept. 20) 


$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 


| Sparks | Used Car Price Peg Further Delayed 


Dealers See Odds Favoring Permanent Shelving After Brownlee Meeting; 
Industry Hopeful As Renegotiation-Law Hearings Open ; 
Dewey Succeeds Jeffers As Rubber Director 


Here we come, Adolf!! 
* * * 


What happened to overall plans 
for postwar reconversion? 
* * * 


One firm, it’s reported, asked 
$900,000 on termination of a war 
contract—and settled for $21,000. 


* * * 


Unemployment peak will not top 
six million in 1944, even if both 
European and Japanese phases of 
the war should be over then, ac- 
cording to A. W. Zelomek, presi- 
dent of the International Statistical 
Bureau. 

a * 7 


Overcautious? 

Richmond (Va.) man appeared 
at his ration board requesting a 
vacation driving permit to take 
his family to a river cottage over 
Labor Day weekend. Board officials 
explained that no permit was now 
needed as the pleasure ban had 
been lifted. 

“I want one anyway,” the solid 
citizen said. “The way Ickes is 
talking, I belive the ban will be 
put on again next Tuesday. I 
don’t want to get caught away 
from home.” He got the permit. 


* * * 


Theft Epidemic... 

Montreal detectives report that 
car “stripping” has reached epi- 
demic proportions this year—or 25 
percent more thefts than 1942. 
They also decry the failure of 
motorists to possess serial numbers 
of items they report stolen, even 
tires. 

At the same time, Tampa (Fla.) 
car owners are still paving the way 
for auto thefts. Out of an average 
of 20 cars stolen each week, 15 had 
the ignition keys left in them, 
Tampa detectives reported. 


* * * 


Yollowing Up 

Following up a suggestion on 
“smoking out” idle cars, made re- 
cently in Automotive News, R. H. 
Hammond, president of Moore’s, 
Inc. (Chevrolet-Oldsmobile), Green- 
wood, S. C., has been successful in 
obtaining the cooperation of the 
editor of the Greenwood Index- 
Journal. 

The daily paper published a long 
editorial, “Why Not Sell the 
Car?,” in an effort to smoke out 
idle cars so badly needed in the 

ation’s transportation system. 
Dealer Hammond thinks AuvrTo- 

oTIvE News’ “idea is fine and 
should be given more prominence 
all over the country.” 


* * * 


o Difference 

“There is no difference between 
a@ man who uses his wealth to con- 
rol the life of a community and 
a bureaucrat who uses his power 
to control the life of that same 
ommunity,” is the statement of 
Gov. Dwight Griswold of Nebraska, 
in an article, “The Nebraska 
Story,” in the past week’s issue of 
the Saturday Evening Post. 


Gov. Griswold charges today’s 
social planners with interference in 
the lives and liberties of individual 
Americans. “These social planners 
today are in reality fighting for the 
vested interest of government as 
against the individual, precisely as 
some men in another day fought 
for the vested interest of great 
wealth,” he asserts. 


There’s more than an even chance 
that OPA won’t impose a price ceil- 
ing on used cars, it was indicated 
Thursday following a get-together 
meeting between James Brownlee, 
OPA’s deputy administrator in charge of prices, and a 
committee of auto dealers headed by Dave Castles, presi- 
dent of NADA. Contrary to previous reports, Brownlee 
did not present a final draft of the proposed ceiling, his 
chief reason for the meeting being a conference with dealer 
leaders to get their opinions on the probable effects of a 
ceiling on their businesses and transportation in general. 

After hearing the dealers’ protest on the proposed 
ceiling, Brownlee is reported to have been sympathetic and 
advised dealers that he would take the matter under 
advisement. It is expected that he will report to both 
OPA Chief Prentiss Brown and OPA Deputy Clyde Herring, 
both of whom are friendly to the dealers’ cause. It is 
believed therefore that it will be some weeks before any 
decision is reached. 

xReR, 


With industry hopeful that inequalities 
in the present Renegotiation law will 
be corrected in the new session of Con- 
gress, the House Ways and Means com- 
mittee Thursday reopened public hear- 
ings on the question. Several automotive men, who have 
been more critical of the law itself than of its administra- 
tion, will be called to testify before the committee in 
the next few weeks. 

Meanwhile, the War Department announced that Joseph 
M. Dodge, president of the Detroit Bank, has been named 
chairman of the War Department Price Adjustment Board. 
Dodge, who has headed the renegotiation committee of 
the Army Air Force for the Central Procurement district, 
succeeds Maurice Karker who resigned after heading the 
board since July, 1942. 


x kk 


Among the war contractors most ad- 
versely affected by the present renego- 
tiation law, the National Machine Tool 
Builders Assn. Tuesday issued a pam- 
phlet declaring that “renegotiation as 
at present administered actually threatens the industry’s 
postwar survival,” and urged Congress to modify the 
present law at once. The association pointed out that 
“renegotiation on the basis of profits before taxes should 
be abandoned. Agreements should be made wholly in the 


Dealers Hopeful 
OPA Won’t Impose 
U. C. Price Peg 


House Reopens 
Hearings on 
Renegotiations 


Machine Tool 
Builders Fear 
For Survival 


The Surrender of Italy: 
Pro and Con 


Lest the surrender of Italy be construed as virtually 
ending the European war, it is well to consider the many 
unfavorable as well as favorable factors still involved: 


FAVORABLE 

Most important is the fact 
that Italy’s surrender will hasten 
by months the end of the war 
in Europe—and in the Pacific as 
well, since the Allies will be able 
to tackle the Japs enmasse 
much earlier. 

The squeeze on manpower for 
the military will diminish con- 
siderably, leaving more available 
for service shops, etc. 


UNFAVORABLE 


The military drain on U. S. 
gasoline supplies is lessened 
only slightly; Germany and 


Japan—the major foes—are still 
very much in the war and will 
necessitate intensified bombing. 

Italy’s capitulation does not 
end the bottlenecks in tire pro- 
duction, despite the fact that 
military needs may lessen some- 
what. 

While speeding the day of 
Victory, Italy’s surrender is not 
expected to lessen appreciably 
the pressure for war manufac- 
turing, the need for factory 
manpower and materials. 

More food and other material 
will be shipped overseas to take 
care of Italian needs. 


Jeffers Now Needed 
As Gasoline Czar 


Bill Jeffers has done a remarkable job in building 
up a synthetic rubber industry almost overnight—and 
he has merited the praise of the automotive industry, as 
well as the public, for guiding the nation through the 
darkness of an acute rubber shortage. 


He has completed with glory, and a few cracked 
heads, the “big job” he was entrusted with a year ago. 
And it is justifiable that he should want to return to his 
old “love,” the presidency of the Union Pacific Railroad. 


xk * 


But—Bill Jeffers is too able a man, too two-fisted a 
fighter to let him get out of Washington, no matter how 
much it might disgust him. We’ll granted that his 
return to the Union Pacific would be aiding the war 
effort, especially with more and more emphasis on the 
Pacific war front. 


But, we earnestly believe that he’s the only man who 
can bring order out of chaos in the present gasoline 
muddle. Secretary Ickes, with his multiplicity of jobs, 
certainly hasn’t contributed any to the solution of the 


gas problem. 
kk * 


As AUTOMOTIVE NEWS suggested June 21, we still 
believe Jeffers can—and should—be prevailed upon to 
take over the job of easing our gasoline problem. To 
which job should be added the overseeing of the tire 
situation, as his original synthetic-rubber job begins to 
bear fruit. 


light of profits after taxes. Any other approach brings dis- 
agreement and demands that are inequitable and unjust.” 

Pointing up that the present law is not broad enough 
to cover all war products, the tool builders declared that 
“the extent to which a company’s product is expendable in 
the war effort, should be taken into consideration in deter- 
mining the amount of the company’s earnings to be re- 
covered by the government through renegotiation.” The 
machine tool builder “has sold out his markets for the next 
10 to 15 years, as a a4 of the war,” the pamphlet says. 

x * 


William M. Jeffers has resigned as 
Jeffers Resigns rubber director, and the White 
As Rubber Czar; House announced that his successor, 
Dewey Takes Over in what has admittedly been a “big 
job,” would be Col. Bradley Dewey, 
deputy rubber director and president of Dewey & Almy 
Chemical Co. of Boston. In his letter of resignation to 
the President, Jeffers said that the task for which he had 
been drafted has largely been carried out, and that now 
“the greatest contribution I can make in the present 
emergency is to return to the job of handling the operations 
of the Union Pacific Railroad,” of which he is president. 
“The problem of taking care of the requirements of 
the armed forces and keeping the country on rubber, mean- 
while conserving the nation’s stockpile of natural crude, is 
well in hand, though there is a present and prospective 
shortage of tire fabric, which is the responsibility of WPB,” 
Jeffers told Roosevelt. “All the major synthetic plants, 
the construction of which is under the jurisdiction of the 
office of rubber director, are either completed or substan- 
tially so, with the exception of three.’’ He said that these 
could be completed in good time to take advantage of 
forthcoming availability of feed stocks from 100-octane 
gasoline plants. 
Roosevelt thanked Jeffers for having performed “a 
real public service.” 
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Some for Duration, Others Permanently . . . 


Trucking Restrictions 


EKased in Many States 


WASHINGTON.—Through legis-| trucks, but allowed issuance of 


lative action or by executive order 
of governors in the various states 
this year, limitations hampering 
transportation of vital war mate- 
rials on the highways have largely 
been eliminated, according to the 
Council of State Governments. In 
some cases restrictions were lifted 
only for the duration of the war, 
while in others they have been 
abolished permanently. 

Several legislatures left existing 
laws untouched but authorized cer- 
tain state officials to suspend 
limitations, the Council said. In 
Michigan the governor, commis- 
sioner of state police and the state 
highway commissioner may sus- 
pend limitations. Similar powers 
were given officials in North Caro- 
lina and North Dakota. The great 
majority of changes, however, 
were made by legislatures. 

New Mexico not only liberalized 
size and weight limitations for 


New Car Stocks 
Seen Gone by 44 
At San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—New car sales 
for August, as reported by the 
dealer-memters of the San Antonio 
Automobile Trade Assn., marked 
the lowest figure reported in the 
history of this organization, a total 
of only 22 cars and trucks being 
sold. Sales, according to makes, 
were as follows: 

Buick, 2; Chevrolet, 8; Dodge, 2 
(and three trucks); Hudson, 5; 
IHC Truck, 1; and Nash, 1. 
Totals: 18 cars and four trucks 
for a total of 22 units. The situa- 
tion is better understood when a 
comparison is made with August 
sales during preceding years. 
They were: 1938— 374; 1939—603; 
1940—836; 1941—-753; and 1942—148. 

A survey among the dealers re- 
veals that six of the 19 members of 
the association are without any cers 
whatsoever. Of the remainder, the 
stocks are rapidly declining, and 
it is believed that all will be with- 
out cars at the close of the current 
year, or soon after. 

Dealers having stocks of trucks 
are reported to be in a better con- 
dition, the stocks being fairly good 
but sales restrictions being such 
that sales are few and far between. 
At the same time, public interest 
in the purchase of new and used 
cars has shown a definite decline 
during the past month. This may 
be due in part to the fact that 
August is a vacation month with 
thousands away from the city. At 
the same time, the longest hot 
spell during the past 50 years has 
had much to do in keeping activi- 
ties to a minimum. 

Service and parts operations, 
however, continue strong, the only 
difficulty being in acquiring skilled 
mechanics and parts men. While 
practically every dealership has a 
nucleus of mechanics who have 
been with the firm for years, and 
who are skilled in their work, this 
is not sufficient to take care of the 
flood of work that has come in 
during the current year and shops 
are hard pressed to take care of 
the influx of business. 


N. J. Car Age Average 


Is Set at 5% Years 

TRENTON, N. J.—Five and a 
half years is the average age 
of passenger automobiles regis- 
tered in New Jersey, according 
to a report by State Highway 
Commissioner Spencer Miller jr. 
to the U. S. Public Roads 
Administration. 

Compiled under the direction 
of Sigvald Johannesson, head of 
the state highway planning bu- 
reau, with the cooperation of 
State Motor Vehicle Commis- 
sioner Arthur W. Magee, the 
survey data showed 1941 models 
to be the most numerous, fol- 
lowed by 1937 and 1940 models 
in that order. Miller said the 
data might ultimately serve as a 
guide for tire requirements and 
gasoline rationing. 


| last week, compared with 222 in| 


permits to trucks to c*rry over- 
loads for a period not -«ceeding a 
year. Formerly a special permit 
was required for each trip. Maine 
likewise allows issuance of permits 
for carrying overloads for a speci- 
fied period of time. 


Arkansas increased the maxi- 
mum allowable weight on single 
axle vehicles and lowered the 
license fees for certain types of 
trucks. Kansas provided for short 
period registration for’ trucks 
hauling loads of large tonnage, and 
a Nebraska act authorized the in- 
crease of maximum loads _ until 
1945. Size and weight restrictions 
were liberalized also in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Oregon, South 
Dakota and Pennsylvania. 

Legislation in the interstate 
trade barrier field was enacted by 
Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, New 
Hampshire, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Utah and Wiscon- 
sin. Maine exempted from pay- 
ment of excise taxes, trucks or 
trailers with a rated carrying ca- 
pacity of more than one and a half 
tons and owned in a state where 
a similar tax was paid and which 
grants exemptions to Maine-owned 
trucks. 

South Dakota empowered the 
highway commission to enter into 
reciprocity agreements with other 
states in exempting non-residents 
engaged in interstate commerce in 
the state from license, registration 
and other fees for unusual use of 
highways in wartime. 

Oregon granted non-resident 
Owners and operators of motor 
vehicles the privilege of using 
Oregon state highways without 
payment of extra fees. Utah and 
Oklahoma provided for reciprocal 
agreements with other states re- 
garding licensing of trucks and 
trailers. 


Graham-Paige 


Names Logan 


DETROIT. — Graham-Paige Mo- 
tors Corp. has announced the ap- 
pointment of Glen L. Logan as 
assistant sales manager. . 

W. L. Eaton, vice-president, in 
commenting upon the appointment 
of Logan, said: “Logan has been 
added to our staff in anticipation 
of our postwar, peacetime expan- 
sion program. His experience in 
the automotive field will be ex- 
tremely helpful in our future plans.’ 


Ohio Governor Rejects 


Sales Tax Cut Plea 

COLUMBUS, O.—Gov. John W. 
Bricker has reiterated that there 
would be no special session of 
Ohio’s Legislature for the purpose 
of reducing the state’s retail sales 
tax from three to two percent. It 
has been estimated such a reduc- 
tion would save taxpayers $20,000,- 
000 a year. 

The governor asserted that agi- 
tation for a reduction in the tax 
was “a renewal of the same old 
political drive that was launched 
a few years ago.” He declared 
that the state’s surplus tax money 
—cash balance in the _ general 
revenue fund has been estimated 
at $90,000,000—“will be kept in the 
treasury. It won’t be spent. It 
will be available after the war and 
I hope it will make possible a 
general tax reduction.” 


Akron New Car Sales 


Down; U.C.’s Steady 

AKRON.—New automobile sales 
in Summit county dipped slightly 
during the week ended Sept. 2, 
when 24 new cars were sold, com- 
pared with 36 in the previous week 
and 41 during the same week a 
year ago, the Akron District Auto- 
mobile Dealers reported. 

Used car sales continued steady. 
with a total of 204 reported sold 


| the previous week and 275 during 
| the corresponding week in 1942. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 


'Trucks and Tires to sell again. 





Freeing of Used Tires 
Due This Week 


Since publication in Automo- 
tive News Aug. 2 that OPA had 
released used tires in auto deal- 
er stocks for use on used cars, 
dealers throughout the country 
have been greatly concerned be- 
cause local rationing boards 
knew nothing of the order. 

Because of technicalities in- 
volved in the order’s revision, 
OPA has been delayed in issu- 
ing the change but announced 
last week that the order will 
become effective about Sept. 18 
with notification of local boards. 


Deadline Removed 
For Dealers on 


Registering Cars 


WASHINGTON. Automobile 
dealers, who have new cars which 
they set aside for their own use 
before Jan. 2, 1942, when sales by 
the trade were frozen preliminary 
to rationing, may continue to get 
clearance statements for register- 
ing the vehicles in their own 
names, OPA provided late last 
week. 

Clearance statements, obtained 
upon application by letter to OPA 
in Washington, are necessary be- 
fore the cars may be registered 
with state or local licensing bu- 
reaus. The function of a clearance 
statement, OPA explained, is to 
certify that the car being regis- 
tered was acquired without viola- 
tion of the rationing regulations. 

An amendment to ration order 
2B, issues Sept. 11 and effective 
Sept. 16, contains the changes 
noted. Dealers now in business and 
persons formerly the sole owners 
of dealerships are affected. Insofar 
as dealers still in business are con- 
cerned, the only change made by 
last week’s action is to remove the 
1943 deadline for applying for 
clearance’ statements heretofore 
contained in the automobile regu- 
lations. 

Removal of the deadline is of 
particular importance because an 
occupational gasoline ration can- 
not be obtained by a dealer for a 
car unless the clearance statement 
has been issued by OPA. For a 
person formerly the sole owner of 
a dealership, the amendment pro- 
vides an opportunity heretofore 
lacking. For the former dealer to 
obtain a clearance statement for a 
car which he had at the time he 
went out of business and which he 
had acquired and set aside for his 
own aise before Jan. 2, 1942, the 
amendment applies also. 

To a car which the dealer had 
set aside and used before that. date 
as a demonstrator, the provision 
does not operate, however, if the 
former dealer at the time he went 
out of business had another car 
for which he had obtained a clear- 
ance statement. 


Plate Glass Plant 


Resumes Output 


PITTSBURGH. — Grinding and 
polishing of plate glass will shortly 
be resumed at the Creighton works 
of Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co., ac- 
cording to an announcement of the 
manufacturing division. Resump- 
tion of plate glass manufacture at 
this factory will give employment 
to about 300 additional workers. 

This operation was discontinued 
last December as a result of severe 
building restrictions and the ban 
on the manufacture of pleasure 
cars, two important’ industries 
normally requiring large amounts 
of plate glass. 

Although the equipment has 
been maintained in good order, 
some three weeks will be required 
before production _ starts. The 


_| actual rolling of plate was sched- 


uled to begin about Sept. 18, the 
company stated. 


Steel Rate Record 


NEW YORK.—With scheduled 
operations the highest in his- 
tory, American Iron & Stee] In- 
stitute estimated last week that 
mills would turn out 1,748,200 
tons of metal in the week, at a 
rate of 100.3 percent of capacity. 
This compares with the previ- 
ous week’s 99.4 percent: and 
1,732,500 tons, which is the rec- 
ord high. 


O’Neil Urges Congress: 


DIGEST EDITION 


Expand Guayule Program 
To Meet Rubber Needs 


AKRON. — Fhe government 
guayule program should be accele- 
raed at once because natural rub- 
ber still is vital in the building of 
heavy-duty tires. 

Experiments made by the Forest 
Service indicate that a one-year 
harvest of guayule is practical and 
thus the final bottleneck is re- 
moved. The amount’of rubber to 
be obtained from this source need 
be governed only by the amount 
required to mix with synthetics. 


The resins in guayule rubber, 
formerly considered a draw back 
in the program have been found to 
be ideal for mixing with synthetics, 
and, if not present would have to 
be added. 

These were the statements made 
last week by William O,Neil, presi- 
dent of General Tire & Rubber 
Co., as he sent wires along the 
same line to members of Congress 
and the rubber administration. 

O’Neil, who urged the legisla- 
tion enacted by Congress for the 
original guayule program, has 
persistently maintained that gua- 
yule is the most logical answer 
to the growing shortage of real 


rubber. 
“Mr. Jeffers has done a wonder- 


ful job in the erection of synthetic 
plants and in getting synthetic 
production actually under way on 
schedule,” said O’Neil. “Unfortu- 
ately synthetics are not the entire 
answer to the rubber problem. Our 
industry chemists, aided by the 
scientists of our leading univer- 
sities, have made great progress 
in the production of synthetics. 
We can turn out today a better 
Buna S rubber than Germany ever 
dreamed of. 

“In passenger car tires we can 
use synthetics alone. But in the 
building of heavy duty truck tires 
for military vehicles and necessary 
hauling of essential to the war 
program, we must use a certain 
percentage of real rubber. 

“Guayule, because of its resin 
content, is ideal for this mixing. 
When the guayule program was 
first broached to Congress, imme- 
diately after Pearl Harbor, the 
chief objection to it was the idea 
that it would take at least four 
years to put it into large scale 
operation. 

“We maintained then that this 


Car Sales Drop 
10% at Detroit 


DETROIT.—A total of 400 new 
cars were sold here during August, 
representing a decrease in new car 
sales of ten percent compared to 
the preceding month, according to 
the Detroit Auto Dealers Assn. 
August sales brought the year’s 
total to 3,349 units. 

New car sales during the same 
month last year were 861, with 
7,775 for the eight-month total. 

Used car and truck sales for 
August were 4,405 and 107 units, 
respectively. This compares with 
4,949 and 94 units, respectively, 
sold during August. 

New trucks sold during August 
totaled 44, compared with 28 units 
sold in July, bringing total new 
truck sales for the eight-month 
period to 262 units. There were 
40 new trucks sold in the same 
month last year, with the eight- 
month total set at 555 units. 


Timken Names Richardson 


West Coast Chief 


CANTON, O.—W. H. Richardson, 
has been appointed general man- 
ager of all divisions of Timken 
Roller Bearing Co. on the West 
Coast and in the Orient, company 
officials have announced. 

He will be in charge of the mer- 
chandising of bearings for new 
equipment, replacement bearings, 
Timken steel, tubing and rock bits. 
Richardson will make his head- 
quarters in San Francisco. 


CaBeldu Promoted 


| VICTORIA, B. C.—Fred N. Cabeldu, 
who has been serving overseas as 
| major, has now been promoted to rank 
| of Lt.-Col. and placed in command of 
a unit. Col. Cabeldu is a member of 
| the firm of Van der Vliet, Cabeldu & 
| May, automobile dealers here. 


é 
reasoning was faulty. Experiments 
carried on by Dr. David Spence in- 
dicated that a two-year harvest 
could be expected and that a one- 
year harvest was possible. The 
Forest Service tried the two year 
method and find that it will pro- 
duce from 600 to 850 pounds of 
rubber per year. 

“Experiments of one year 
planting show the possibility of 
getting from 400 to 600 pounds 
per year by drilling the seed in, 
as wheat is planted, irrigating 
and harvesting at the end of the 
first growing season. Strong 
shrub has already been produced 
by this method. 

“It would seem, therefore, that 
all the problems as to the culture 
of guayule have been licked. It is 
the conviction of the Forest Serv- | 
ice that irrigation is essential and 
that rules out many of the areas 
previously thought usable. 

“It is our opinion that the 
guayule project should be imme- 
diately expanded to its limit. We 
believe that a large portion of the 
project should be carried out in 
Mexico, where there is an abun- 
dance of labor and where there 
are hundreds of thousands of acres 
of irrigable land. 

“But somewhere, in California, 
or Texas, or Mexico—wherever the 
Department of Agriculture has 
found guayule will do best, we 
must push at once a large scale 
program to supplement the syn- 
thetic production already in full 
swing in this country.” 


Morgenthau Tells 
How Packard 
Took Rolls Job 


DETROIT. — Packard officials 
were visited last week by Henry 
C. Morgenthau jr., secretary of 
the treasury, here for a War 
Bond rally, to “see the plant where 
American enterprise was daring 
enough to mass-produce the intri- 
cate Rolls-Royce aircraft engine.” 

“This is a very happy occasion, 
to come here and see what a won- 
derful job Packard is doing,” he 
said. “I can’t help but get a little 
satisfaction to think that I played 
a small part in bringing this 
engine over here and that Packard 
is dc ing the rest.” 

In a meeting with Chairman 
Alvan Macauley, President Geo. T. 
Christopher and other Packard 
executives, Morgenthau revealed 
hitherto unpublished facts about 
the small group that brought the 
Rolls-Royce blueprints to America 
back in 1940. Through their efforts, 
Allied air strength has been bol- 
stered by Packard’s mass-produc- 
tion of this aircraft engine. 

“That was pre-Lend-fease,” said 
Morgenthau. “In thosé days I was 
handling all foreign purchases and 
I was very much disturbed to 
think that the entire airplane 
effort included only one type of 
liquid-cooled engine. It seemed to 
be too important to depend upon 
just one engine. 

“Therefore, I interested myself 
in trying to get the Rolls-Royce 
plans over here and Arthur Purvis, 
then in charge of the English 
Purchasing Mission, interested 
Lord Beavorbrook. It was at the 
time England was undergoing the 
worst blitz. Rolls-Royce was very 
glad to send us the plans but when 
they arrived, it was a set of blue- 
prints of everything they had. 
They thought it safer to send 
everything.” 

Study of the engine for manufac- 
ture in America was delayed by 
the secrecy surrounding their ar- 
rival, the Secretary recalled. 

“Finally we got a Rolls-Royce 
engine, sent across in a battleship. 
The whole thing was laid on a 
table in the Treasury. Indus- 
trialists would come in to consider 
manufacturing it, but wouldn’t 
touch it. They said it couldn’t be 
built in volume, that it was too 
complicated and intricate. 

“Then Packard took it. I am 
happy to have my judgment con- 
firmed by what I have seen today 
of the job you are doing with it.” 
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Associate Editor 

DETROIT. — Percy Llewellyn, 
president of the largest local in 
the UAW-CIO fold—Ford Local 
600, boasting in the vicinity of 
80,000 members—last week an- 
nounced that he would support 
Richard T. Leonard, Ford director 


Fisher’s Output 
Of Tanks, T-D’s 
At New Peak 


DETROIT. — Combined produc- 
tion of M-4 tanks and M-10 tank 
destroyers by Fisher Body for the 
first six months of 1943 was at a 
rate substantially in excess of any 
other period since the war began, 
according to E. F. Fisher, general 
manager. Stepped-up assembly 
schedules were maintained through- 
out the six-month period, he said. 

War Department restrictions do 
not permit disclosure of actual 
figures but average monthly pro- 
duction for the first half of 1943 
was at a rate approximately 30 
percent higher than for the last 
quarter of 1942, during which time 
the production necessary for the 
African campaign was in progress. 

The M-4, the all-welded construc- 
tion of which was pioneered by 
Fisher, was the spearhead of the 
Allies’ offensive which chased 
Rommel out of Africa and the 
M-10 was credited with the de- 
struction of the vaunted German 
counterpart of the M-4, the Mark 


Fisher also disclosed that despite 
their success in the African cam- 
paign many improvements in de- 
sign and construction have been 
engineered into these two land 
battle wagons and are being in- 
stalled in current production on 
both. In conjunction with Army 
Ordnance department’ engineers 
and as a result of advice coming 
from the battle scenes daily, 
changes virtually are made over 
night and are resulting in far 
better weapons for the Allies. 

In addition to engineering 
changes, Fisher also noted that 
production methods are being im- 
proved and assembly is at a far 
more rapid rate than anticipated. 

Overall employment by this divi- 
sion is at an all time high, Fisher 
said, and the dollar volume of war 
materials being turned out are in 
excess of any peacetime operations. 
The unit, which supplied bodies for 
all passenger cars built by General 
Motors, was the largest producer 
in the industry. 


Wooden Trailers 


s 7 

Built by Willys 
TOLEDO. — One-ton trailers for 
military vehicles are now being 
produced in mass quantities by 
Willys-Overland Motors, it has 
been announced by Raymond J. 
Fitness, operating manager in 
charge of manufacturing. 

Designed to conserve vital steel 
by the use of a composite wood 
body, the vehicles are being turned 
out on the same assembly lines 
used to manufacture quarter-ton 
amphibian trailers for the com- 
pany’s jeeps, he said. 


Tank Output Cut Back 


40% in Six Months 

WASHINGTON. — Because of 
cancellations in British and 
Russian orders for medium 
tanks, the Army’s tank-produc- 
tion program has been cut back 
by approximately 40 percent in 
the last six or seven months, 
it has been reported here. 

For 1944, according to Maj. 
Gen. Lucius D. Clay, director of 
materiel for the Army Service 
Forces, the reduction in the 
tank program will be about 50 
percent. However, production 
will still be slightly ahead of 
this year. The original sched- 
ules were fixed almost two years 
ago, Clay said, 


| Command plans 


of the union and aspirant to the mer 


post now held by George F. Addes, 
secretary-treasurer, at the forth- 
coming UAW Buffalo convention. 
Leonard, aligned with and heart- 
ily backed by Walter P. Reuther, 
has in addition received assurances 
of support from the second largest 
local, Detroit’s West Side Local, an 
amalgamated unit composed of 
union members employed at vari- 
ous of the smaller west side plants. 
It indorsed the candidacies of both 
Reuther and Leonard for UAW 
vice-president. 

Llewellyn’s action is particu- 
larly worthy of comment, inas- 
much as he had the active sup- 
port of what are politely termed 
“progressive elements” within 
his own local in its last election 
of officers. His announcement in 
support of Leonard was aimed 
apparently and directly at these 
“elements.” 

The Ford Local head also re- 
vealed his own candidacy for the 
UAW international executive 
board, another significant move. 
Members of Local 600 have long 
felt that they were entitled to 
representation on the board, 

A rift appeared, however, when 
W. G. Grant, financial secretary of 
the local, stated that he would back 
both Addes and Richard Franken- 
steen, staunch Addes man, despite 
Llewelyn’s stand. 

Meanwhile, at the UAW execu- 
tive board meeting in Cleveland 
last week, there was much jockey- 
ing for position on the parts of 
both Reuther and Addes, leaders of 
the main factions, and their adher- 
ents. Prizes at stake were the 
important convention committees, 
control of one or the other of 
which could spell victory or defeat 
when the fracas begins. 

The 22-man board was to hear 
appeals from several Detroit locals, 
many having to do with the elec- 
tion of delegates to the convention. 

A group from Plant One of 
Bohn Aluminum Local 208 was 
expected to complain about the 
manner in which left-wing lead- 
ers of the local conducted the 
recent delegate election. Through 
manipulation and juggling about 
of union provisions for elections 
in amalgamated locals—of which 
208 is one—the group is expected 
to charge, two anti-Communist 
delegates were defeated. 

So the stagehands are at work, 
busily shifting convention props 
and in general throwing their 
weight around. And all is confu- 
sion before the curtain goes up, 
simply because Svengali— better 
known as “progressive elements”— 
seems reluctant to do his stuff for 
poor Trilby . . . save for a few fits 
and false starts. 


Truck Shipping 
Space Reduced 


SOUTH BEND.—A major con- 
tribution to the conservation of 
ocean shipping space was revealed 
by Studebaker Corp. last week. 
Through improvements and re- 
design of packing procedure, the 
company has reduced the measure- 
ments of disassembled military 
truck crates by 55 percent, it was 
stated. 

When Studebaker took the gov- 
ernment order each knocked-down 
chassis and cab required 878 cubic 
feet. Today the same unit is com- 
pressed into 389 cubic feet, accord- 
ing to the company. 

This sharp reduction in displace- 
ment was made possible by an 
application of the company’s 
knowledge of assembly practices 
and a thorough study of pack- 
aging. 

The net result is that two trucks 
are now shipped in three crates. 
Some of the wheels go flat on the 
frames; other wheels are placed 
with axles. Hoods and gas tanks 
are stoked inside the cabs. 


Auto Plant to Army 


BUFFALO.—The U. S. Army Service 
to enlarge storage 
Pierce-Arrow plant 
holds supplies for 
planes. ieut.-Col. 
is in command of 


space at the old 
here which now 
Bell and Curtiss 
Arthur G. Tague 


| the depot. 
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WANT AD 


HELP WANTED 


OFFICE MANAGER WANTED preferably 
one with General Motors experience. 
Must be draft exempt. Good position 
open for properly qualified man in best 
town of hundred thousand population in 
California. Give full details past experi- 
ence, salary expected and references. 
Box 482, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WE HAVE SEVERAL attractive perma- 
nent jobs for experienced stock room 
men. Our sales of DeSoto-Plymouth 
parts, Briggs paints and a premium oil 
line are steadily increasing in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia - Virginia territory 
which we cover. This growth means 
profitable opportunities for reliable em- 
Ployees in this department. Thru good 
years and bad, Washington is one of the 
steadiest markets in the country and a 
delightful place to live. If you are in- 
terested, write to L. P. STEUART, INC., 
1440 P Street, N.W., Washington 5, 
D. C. 

GENERAL MOTORS DEALER operating 
several dealerships has openings in all 
departments, Service Managers, Service 
Salesmen, Mechanics, Painters, Parts 
Managers, Stock Clerks, Office Man- 
agers, Accountants, permanent positions, 
highest pay and rapid advancement. 
Write full details to DON ALLEN, 2585 
Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

GENERAL MANAGER, Executive type, 
draft exempt, to assume _ complete 
charge all phases service and sales 
large White, Reo, Hudson, York, Penn- 
sylvania. Adequate stock of parts and 
new merchandise. Salary commesurate 
with ability. Post-War opportunities. 
Give full personal details. Reply Box 
487, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


PARTS MAN—Mechanic, Body and Fen- 
der Man for old established aggressive 
Chevrolet Dealer, Wichita, Kansas. 
Business is booming. Unusually large 
earnings for capable draft exempt men. 
Wire or write YINGLINGS, Wichita, 
Kansas. 


CHEVROLET DBHALER in _ California 
wants Service Manager, also a Parts 
Department Manager. These two posi- 
tions are open to men who have had 
Chevrolet experience. They must be real 
salesmen and good managers. State 
salary desired, give full details, send 
snapshot. Box 488, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


WANTED 
DISTRIBUTORS 


Battery Chemical Treatment 
1—Eliminates Battery Charging. 
2—Stops Sulphation and Overheating. 
3—Battery Will Not Go Dead. 


4—Recommended for Treatment in a 
New Or a Used Battery. 


5—Increases the Life and Efficiency. 


6—PEPGO Will Not Injure any sul- 
phuric acid battery. 

i—Only One PEPGO battery chemical 
treatment is needed during the life 
of any battery. 


Service Station--Gas Station 
--opportunity strikes-- 


For Information Write 
Automotive News, Box 478, Detroit 2 


POSITIONS WANTED 


EXPERIENCED GENERAL MOTORS 
SERVICE MANAGER with good parts 
and dealer accounting experience desires 
position with manufacturer as Service 
Traveler. Good references, Age 35, draft 
— Box 479, ¢/o Automotive News, 

etroit. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


WILL BUY LIMITED NUMBER new Ford 
or Chevrolet coach or sedan cars at top 
O.P.A. prices. Want new or good used 
low mileage Mercury coach or Fordor, 
maroon or dark green. Also used trucks 
and pickups. Write what you have and 
price for it. HARDEN MOTOR CO., 
Tolono (Iil.) Ford Dealer. 


WILL BUY ANY NUMBER of General 
Motors cars. Will pay full list price 
same as R.F.C. Write how many cars 
available and body types. Will send 
buyer with cash, no red tape. Box 480, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


csmeesieieinighaanaianislaameaieeaaeeinammmnbnantenaee ee minnie, 

WANTED—ONE NEW four-door Lincoln 
Zephyr. Airmail information, price, 
location. C. M. Guest and Sons, Ander- 
son, 8. C. 


pee ee 
ELEVEN '42 DODGE STATION WAGONS 
—Eleven and sixteen passenger. Will 
sell or trade for new 1942 Dodge and 
Plymouth Passenger cars. GOFFE 
MOTOR COMPANY, Pueblo, Colorado. 


Want to buy 100 
Fords, new 
pay fall list price, 
ment, 5% Get- 
$10 for loading. 


PIPKIN-MANSKE 
MOTORS, INC. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 
J. T. Pipkin 


Chevrolets 
Passenger cars. W: 

lus 1% Incre- 
y Charge and 


or 


Ver i, 


per 
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500 NEW CARS IN STOCK. Plymouths, 
Dodges, Nashs, Hudsons, Studebakers, 
Willys, Reo Trucks long and short W.B., 
Willys Step-in Panels. Will sell all or 
part. Buy new cars now from BOGDAS 
DOWNTOWN NASH SALES, 1018 North 
Meridian, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


WILL TRADE 


WILL EXCHANGE NEW CHRYSLER 
passenger four doors for long wheelbase 
trucks chassis and cabs. Box 484, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


287 CLEAN LATE MODEL, low priced 
used cars. Every make and model repre- 
sented. Buy now from  ‘‘Indiana’s 
busiest wholesalers,’’ BOGDA’S DOWN- 
TOWN NASH SALES, 1018 North Meri- 
dian, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


300 USED CARS—’37 to °42. All Makes 
ALWAYS carried in stock. We can 


Swiney, STerling 6711 or Hiland 3400, 
SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 Man- 
chester, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


1941 CHEVROLET & PLYMOUTH 4-door, 
1940 Chevrolet 4-door, 1939 Buick Spe- 
cial 4-door, 1938 Plymouth 2-door, two 
1937 Chevrolet 2-door, 1936 Chevrolet 2- 
door, 1937 Studebaker %-Ton Panel 
Truck with new motor. All cars have 
good or new tires and were overhauled 
if needed.. PARK CHEVROLET COM- 
PANY, 222 E. High Street, Ebensburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


LONG ESTABLISHED EASTERN DEAL- 
ER with excellent purchasing connections, 
and now making regular carload ship- 
ments late model used cars to selected 
clientele Western dealers, able add few 
additional connections. We buy for your 
account types, makes, models you in- 
struct, only at prices you establish. Not 
a volume afrangement but attractive to 
smaller dealers with quality market. 
Trade and bank references exchanged. 
Box 485, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


FORTY CLEAN '39 TO ’42 automobiles on 
hand at all times in Pemberville, 16 
miles south of Toledo, Ohio. Our price 
is $75 over New York wholesale here or 
call at New York office. No mailing 
list, come in _ person. Phone DOC 
GREINER, 66 Pemberville, Ohio or New 
York, Endicott 2-1474. 


CARS FOR WHOLESALE. All clean cars 
ready for resale. 1942’s—Buick, DeSoto, 
Nash. 1941’s—6 Plymouths, 2 Fords, 
6 Dodges, 2 Chevrolets, 3 Chryslers, 2 
Buicks, 3 DeSotos, 4 Pontiacs, Nash. 
1940’s—3 Plymouths, Plymouth Station 
Wagon, Studebaker, Ford, Ford Station 
Wagon, Deage, 5 Chevrolets, Oldsmobile, 
Buick. 1939’s—4 Plymouths, 2 Fords, 
Dodge, 4 Chevrolets, Hudson, Buick. 
1938’s—4 Plymouths, 2 Fords, Dodge, 
2 Chevrolets, Oldsmobile, 2 Chryslers. 
RUSTERHOLTZ & ROSSELL, INC., 
917 West Genesee St., Syracuse, N. Y. 


1906 MAXWELL ROADSTER (two- 
seater), 2 cylinder, Magneto ignition, 
mud guards, nigh windshield, right hand 
drive, 30x3% tires nearly new, car 
extremely well preserved, and in good 
mechanical condition. Box 486, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED CARS WANTED 


WILL BUY—late model clean choice used 
cars, pickups and trucks. Have own 
transports in Utah, Idaho and Colo- 
rado. Phone Mr. Austin at Graceland 
6320, Chicago or Airmail lists and prices 
to Jesse M. Chase, 814 Diversey Park- 
way, Chicago, or Box 1552, Pocatello, 
idaho. 


WILL BUY 1940, 1941, 1942 STUDE- 
BAKER CARS. Must be in good con- 
dition. Will trade 1942 Willys pickup 
for car. Box 475, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


TRUCES WANTED 


WANTED LATE MODEL: PICKUPS, ton 
and half and two ton, with or without 
bodies. Geo. H. Welsh Motors, Inc., 
420 Ward Parkway, Kansas City, Mo. 


TRUCKS WANTED—Late model trucks, 
all makes and descriptions. G. M. C 


ALBEE MOTORS, Elmira, 


preferable. 
N. ¥. 


TRUCKS FOR SALE 


NEW 1942 DODGE TRUCKS for sale at 
ceiling prices. 1% Ton C.O.E. Chassis 
and Cab $1397.16. One ton panel 
$1223.02. JAMES F. GOODWIN, INC., 
5725 Broadway, Chicago, Illinois. 


TRACTORS WANTED 


WANTED EXTRA HEAVY DUTY TRAC- 
TOR new or used, preferably Deisel 
With Tandem rear wheels. Suitable for 
pulling forty ton machinery trailer. 
Wire or Write, HEATH MOTOR COM- 
PANY, Charlotte, N. C. 


CASS AVE 


DETROIT 


PARTS WANTED 


WANTED 1942 PLYMOUTH BODY. 
Ransom Sales, Flushing, Michigan. 


WANTED 1940 DODGE 2dr. Deluxe Sedan 
body, less seats and dash instruments, 
or complete 4dr. & Club Coupe body. 
Must be in good shape, state price in 
your reply. STEUDEL MOTORS, INC., 
8620 Lorain Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. 


PARTS POR SALE 


WE STOCK (or can get) ANY AUTOMO- 
TIVE PART or supplies you need. .. .xe 
us prove it. Call or write, Vic. Kuv.ug, 
STerling 6813 or Hiland 3400, SHEAKEK 
CHEVROLET, 7244 Manchester, 8st. 
Louis, Mo. 


LARGE STOCK PONTIAC PARTS, acces- 
sories, and factary radios. Downtown 
Nash Sales, 1018 N. Meridian, 
apolis, Indiana. 


FIFTEEN LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT 
DOORS, Ford Neo. 21A-7240110, with 
light, hinges, supports, handle and lock. 
Also fifteen luggage compartment floor 
mats, Ford No. 11A-6745456, liberal dis- 
count. TRIANGLE MOTORS, 1599 Fiat- 
bush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 


WE HAVE 1942 
CHEVROLET PARTS 


Doers, Trunk Lids. 
Upholstery, Hardware and 
Glass. 


40% to 60% OFF LIST. 
Write for free eemplete 
price list. 


COOPER-LEWIS 
CO., INC. 
238 Broadway 
Revere 51, Mass. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


WANTED USED METAL PARTS BINS. 
From 10 to 100 metal parts bins, must 
be -in first class condition. Write Box 
481, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED USED WALKER LIFT com- 
plete with hoses and connections. State 
price. Write WHALLEY MOTORS, 105 
Goffe Street, New Haven, Conn. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


BEAR WHEEL BALANCE. Bear Rack 
with 122 parts. Electric Ventilating Fan. 
Porto Power Unit with Cabinet and 55 
attachments. Sun Motor Tester, 
Combustion Tester for sale. Write 
— : LD CHEVROLET CO., Trenton, 

nois. 


HOLMES ROAD KING WRECKER on 
404 Diamond T. Chassis, 8000 actual 
miles, $1975. One new Bean Headlight 
Tester, sacrifice, $98. MIJ.LER MOTOR 
COMPANY, Gadsden, Alabama. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CHEVROLET DEALIERS who have sons 
assigned primary air school, army, Haw- 
thorne School, Orangeburg, 8. C., please 
ee Box 473, c/o Automotive News, 

roit. 


icine 
STATION WAGONS WANTED 
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STATION WAGONS—State price and de- 

—. a MORGAN, Corner 

- an roadway, New York 

City, Circle 7-4452. . " 


BUSSES WANTED 


WANTED TEN PASSENGER BUS or 
coach on chassis of late model Automo- 
bile. Box 489, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 





TRUCK BODIES FOR SALE 


11—NEW FACTORY BUILT stake bodies, 
removed from new Ford trucks; 9 feet 
long, 7 feet wide, 42 inches high stakes. 
BEHREND BROTHERS, 560 Fallsway, 
Baltimore, Md. (Tel. Mulberry 8466.) 


AUCTION 


Every Tuesday -Rain or Shine 
CAIRO, ILLINOIS 


--For Dealers Only-- 
Come Buy !--Come Sell! 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 
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Forecasts Car Rebuilding 


As Dealers’ Next Big Job 


MINNEAPOLIS.—A forecast that 
“car rebuilding is one of the big 
jobs facing automobile dealers and 
service men for this fall and 
winter,” was voiced by Paul J. 
Schmitt, president of Motor Power 
Equipment Co., owner of the 
Dodge-Plymouth dealership here. 

“The last of the new cars are 
rapidly moving into authorized 
customer’s hands, and relatively 


Pearl Harbor. So 


Schmitt added. 





future of this industry 


Training Program | ¢f doase” 
For Mechanics 


e e e 
Begins in Chicago 

CHICAGO.—In an effort to cope 
with the present alarming shortage 
of mechanics, a training program 
has been inaugurated here through 
appointment of a nine-man auto- 
motive committee headed by 
Edward L. Cleary, general man- 
ager of the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn. 

The program has been developed 
in a series of meetings sponsored 
by the ODT maintenance advisory 
committee, of which Robert J. 
Temple is chairman. Cooperation 
has been enlisted from the Chicago 
Board of Education, War Man- 
power Commission, and U. S. 
Employment Services. 

Members of Cleary’s committee 
include: A. P. Nelson, Illinois 
Motor Truck Operators’ Assn.; 
C. W. Van Patter, Keeshin Motor 


Pearl Harbor, 
ears and trucks must roll, 


transportation.” 


our facilities,’ was made 
Schmitt. He added: 
more than tripled our service and 
doubled our parts business within 
ten months.” And Somers pointed 
out that the average customer’s 
labor and material bill has sub- 
stantially increased in_ recent 
months as our precious rolling 
stock is given proper attention. 
“We feel, declared Schmitt, “that 
giving good service now will do 
more good than any one thing in 
keeping the goodwill of customers 










Express; F. E. Ertsman, Motor he war. Service will remain 
Truck Owners’ Assn.; L. Gunther, — ‘a “oa most important 
Illinois Automotive Assn.; J. Lan-} gepartments. 


ger, Car Service, Inc.; Dick Thorn- 
ton, Central Motor Freight Assn.; 
William Winkler, Winkler Motor 
Service; and Temple, who is vehi- 
cle supervisor of Lincoln-Boyle 
Ice Co. 

During their period of instruc- 
tion, trainees will be on the payroll 
of the company sponsoring them 
and will return to their employers 
upon completion of their training 
course. Tuition costs are to be 
met from federal funds expended 
under state auspices. The Board 
of Education will supply class 
room facilities. 


“If the customer gets good serv- 
ice he is coming back to buy from 
us—when new cars again are 
available—because we treated him 
right.” He said that facilities and 
personnel have been expanded by 
about one-third since the franchise 
was acquired, reflecting in part 
the fact that trucks began to play 
an important part in 
volume in the last six months. 


U. S. Rubber Ups 
Moody, Daly, Clark 


NEW YORK.—Curtis L. Moody, 
factory manager of Dominion 
Rubber Co., Ltd., Kitchener, Ont., 
Canadian affiliate of United States 
Rubber Co., has been named pro- 
duction manager of the tire divi- 
sion of U. S. Rubber Co. with head- 
quarters at Detroit, J. W. Mc- 
Govern, general manager of the 
tire division, has announced. 
Moody succeeds R. Y. Copland who 
is joining the central engineering 
department. 

James A. Daly, production man- 
ager of the Detroit plant, was 
named factory manager of that 
plant succeeding George R. Mc- 
Near, who has been appointed 
Pacific Coast sales manager, tire 
division, with headquarters at 
Los Angeles. 

Thomas E. Clark, factory man- 
ager of the government-owned and 
company-operated’ shell loading 
plant at Charlotte, N. C., was ap- 
pointed factory manager of the 
Fisk plant at Chicopee Falls, 
Mass. He succeeds C. E. Maynard, 
resigned. 





Aro Quarterly Out 
BRYAN, O.—Aro Equipment Corp. 
has published the summer issue of its 
quarterly, Arolines, a 16-page house 
organ printed in four colors, and 
notable for graphic pictures and brief 
but ‘specific text. 













3 ‘Little’ Questions 


On Renegotiation 


The following telegram was 
sent last week to H. Royall Mc- 
Laren, comdr. S. C. U.S.N.R., 
vice-chairman, Navy Depart- 
ment Price Adjustment Board: 

“We, the members of the ad- 
visory board of the Lincoln 
Electric Co., representing 1,400 
employes, have been advised to- 
day for the first time that your 
board is renegotiating the Lin- 
coln Electric Co. for 1942. Since 
many of the workers are stock- 
holders and all share in the 
profits, this matter is of vital 
importance to all of us. Hence, 
we want your answer to the 
following questions: 

“1, We are producing at more 
than four times the rate per 
man-hour of any of our com- 
petitors, as you know from your 
investigation. How much must 
we reduce this efficiency and 
raise costs to keep from being 
penalized in renegotiation? 
Please be specific. Should it be 
reduced %4, %, % or more? 

“2, Have you squared your 
policy with WPB and the Trea- 
sury? WPB asks for more effi- 
ciency. The Treasury asks for 
more taxes. The penalty you set 
up with tremendously reduce 
both. 

“8, This penalty for efficiency 
was not made public in the 
renegotiation law as passed by 
Congress. Why? No such pen- 
alty for efficiency is apparent in 
our reading of the law. 

“We are requesting our chair- 
man, Mr. Lincoln, to follow the 
matter so that this penalty on 
efficiency may be _ stopped.”— 
Advisory Board, The Lincoln 
Electric Co. 




























Joint Action Deliveries 


Non-Taxable, BIR Rules 


WASHINGTON.—The three per- 
cent federal transportation tax 
does not apply to amounts paid by 
private motor carriers for adjust- 
ment of costs under certain joint 
action conservation plans, ODT 
said last week. Under the Revenue 
Act of 1942, a federal tax of 3 per- 
cent is levied upon the amounts 
paid for transportation of property 
by rail, motor vehicle, water or air. 

Where each private participating 
motor carrier operates his own 
equipment with his own personnel 
and merely pools merchandise with 
other private carriers for trans- 
portation and delivery’ services 
within a certain area the tax does 
not apply, the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue stated in a ruling to ODT. 
In such instances the parties to 
the joint action are not con- 
| sidered by the bureau to be in the 
business of transporting property 
for hire within the meaning of 
the Act. 































































This dealer and service organiza- 
tion acquired the Dodge franchise 
on Oct. 1, 1942. Somers added that 
the deal was in fact “under con- 
sideration within six months after 
because we knew 
for 
America is geared to automotive 


A forthright declaration that “I 
see a very excellent passenger car 
and truck business after the war 
and we plan marked expansion = 

y 
“We have 


few have been able to buy since 
inevitably we 
will have to do much rebuilding,” 


With R. J. Somers, Dodge divi- 
sion manager for Motor Power 
Equipment Co., Schmitt returned 
greatly inspired by his observa- 
tions of war production during a 
two-day visit at some of the Dodge 
and Chrysler plants in Detroit and 
with an even firmer “faith in a 
an 


service | 


| 
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More Batteries Okayed 


By WPB for °43 
WASHINGTON.—An_ amend- 
ment authorizing an increase in 
production of replacement bat- 
teries for the last half of 1943, 
was issued last week by the 
automotive division of the War 
Production Board. Limitation 
Order L-180, as amended, per- 
mits any manufacturer, except 
those located in Niagara Falls, 


N. Y., Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco, Portland, Ore., and Seattle 


to increase their manufacture 
of batteries up to 5 percent over 
1941 sales, providing their total 
sales for that year were over 
25,000 units. For smaller manu- 
facturers whose sales for 1941 
did not reach the 25,000 unit 
total, authorization is extended 
to build up to that quantity for 
the year 1943. 


Gas-for-Travel 
Phonies Hit By 
Chicago BBB 


CHICAGO.--The Chicago Better 
Business Bureau stated last week 
that it has secured the support of 
advertising media here in a cam- 
paign to block violations of federal 
gasoline rationing regulations. 

According to the Bureau, cases 
have been exposed of Army, Navy 
and civilian personnel being sol- 
icited to drive used cars purchased 
in this area to the Pacific Coast. 

The bureau disclosed that in 

order to obtain the necessary gaso- 
line from OPA, the cars were rep- 
resented as. belonging to the 
drivers instead of their rightful 
owners. 
| A ring of travel bureau pro- 
| moters, operating share-expense 
automobile trips to the West Coast 
without licenses and on black mar- 
ket coupons, the bureau added, was 
recently uncovered by the Better 
Business Bureau of Oklahoma 
City. 

Investigation revealed that one 
man worked in a local defense 
plant and laid off periodically to 
make long trips to undisclosed 
destinations on his C coupons. He 
and another travel bureau operator 
committed further violations by 
listing themselves as cab drivers 
to qualify for extra gasoline 
rations. 


Jordanoff Aviation Corp. 
Appoints Corpe V-P 

NEW YORK.—Thos. H. Corpe, 
actively associated with the auto- 
motive and aviation industries in 
an executive capacity for a num- 
ber of years, has been made vice- 
president and general manager of 
Jordanoff Aviation Corp., accord- 
ing to announcement by Assen 
Jordanoff, president. 


Obituaries— 





Funeral Services Held 
For Ken Nighman 


AKRON.—Funeral services were 
held here Sept. 7 for Kenneth E. 


| Nighman, 38, public relations chief 





for U. S. Rubber Co. in Detroit, 
who died Sept. 4 of a heart attack 
in Detroit. 
‘ = 


* * 


Chas. A. Verschoor 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Charles A. 
Verschoor, 55, died here of heart 
attack. He was credited with being 


one of the developers of the world’s 
first underslung automobile. Mr. 
Verschoor was active in Detroit motor 
circles from 1909 to 1912. He was 
president of Precision Parts Co. and 
was also connected with International 
Industries, Inc., both Ann Arbor firms. 
ee = 


William M. Coon 


BUFFALO.—William M. Coon, 63, 
veteran automobile dealer, died here 
after three months of _ illness. He 
entered the auto field here in 1916, 
formed the firm of William M. Coon, 
Inc... and became distributor’ of 
Stearns-Knight, with a showroom 
where he continued 30 years. Mr. 
Coon became distributor for Alemite 
but returned to the automotive field 
as Nash distributor. He retired from 
business three years ago. 

. @ = 
Abe Goodman 

MEMPHIS.—Abe Goodman, 79, or- 
ganizer of Memphis Motor Car Co., 
this city’s first automobile dealership, 
died at his home here. A Memphis 


native, he played a leading role in the 
city’s development. During his career 


he engaged in varied business enter- 
prises and was one of the city’s 
most prominent civic leaders and | 


philanthropists. 
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New Synthetic 
Tires Approach 


Top Grade Crude 


PITTSBURGH. — Asserting that 
the “specter of collapse’ of motor 
transportation from the shortage 
of rubber has been averted by the 
advance in the government's syn- 
thetic rubber program, acting Rub- 
Dewey stated 
here last week that the high grade 
synthetic rubber tires being re- 
leased for essential civilian use are 
“better than all but the top grade 
first line tire of a few years ago 


ber Czar Bradley 


made from natural crude.” 


“You need not fear that the syn- 
thetic passenger car tires will ao 
the 
American Chemical Society's 106th 
meeting in his first report since 
taking the helm as successor to 
William M. Jeffers, now returned 
to his post with Union Pacific 


be adequate,” Dewey told 


Railroad. 


He told his audience that all the 
synthetic rubber plants in the gov- 
ernment’s 50,000-ton program would 
be completed this year, and that 


production this month would ex- 


ceed 30,000 tons. Dewey said that 


this was “approximately as much 
as the crude rubber consumed in 
the United States during this 
month a year ago.” 

He predicted, however, that the 
recapping program’ will carry 
through “for a long time to come, 
with every effort being made to 
recap up to 2,500,000 tires a 
month.” 


Parts Price List 
Time Extended 


WASHINGTON.—OPA last week 
granted manufacturers of automo- 
tive parts additional time—until 
Oct. 1, 1943—in which to furnish 
their customers with required price 
lists, catalogues and notices of 
resale maximum prices. The ex- 
tension of time in which to furnish 
customers with the required data 
was contained in Amendment No. 1 
to Regulation 452. 

The amendment authorizes re- 
gional offices to process notices 
containing proposed new iist 
prices and new non-list prices for 
rebuilt parts, and requests for 
exemption from the necessity of 
establishing new list prices for re- 
built parts, and to approve or dis- 
approve such notices or requests. 

The amendment also rephrases 
certain sections to state more spe- 
cifically what has been prescribed 
in general terms. 





Hercules Expanding 

WILMINGTON, Del.—Hercules Pow- 
der Co. has announced the establish- 
ment of a sales research division to 
investigate new markets for Hercules 
chemical products and to study the 
needs of industries served by the 
chemical company. Dr. John H. Long 
will be in charge of the new division, 
P. W. Meyeringh, Hercules  vice- 
president said. 


Murray Output Increased 
15% Under Incentive Plan 


DETROIT.—During the last six 
months under operation of an 
incentive plan, production per 
worker has enjoyed an increase of 
15 percent at the Ecorse plant of 
Murray Corp. of America, it was 
announced last week by Clarence 
W. Avery, chairman and president 
of the company. 


“Considering substantial employe 
replacement figures and the intro- 
duction of women workers,” Avery 
termed the gain a satisfactory one. 
“The plan has stood the criticism 
of both labor and management, 
and was adopted as a policy by 
both,” he said. 


The plan not only gives the 
worker full benefit of increased 
performance but provides a guar- 
anteed basic living wage, Avery 
pointed out. 


“It’s definition of normal per- 
formance is based on fair work 
standards which will not be 
changed no matter how high 
worker earnings rise. The plan 
helps the war effort by reducing 
manpower requirements,” he em- 
phasized. 

After a tentative proposal to 
institute the plan on Nov. 3, 1942, 
and after a test period during 


| which it was put into effect, the 
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WPB Increases 
Acetate Supply 


WASHINGTON. — Consumers of 
ethyl acetate and isopropyl acetate, 
used in the manufacture of lac- 
quers and paint thinners, now may 
obtain 270 gallons of either chemi-, 
cal without filing an application 
















for allocation, WPB announced 
last week. 
Formerly, the largest amount 






which could be obtained from sup- 
pliers without an allocation was 
54 gallons. The change is effected 
by an amendment to Order M-327. 

Those requiring specific authori- 
zation to accept delivery of ethyl 
acetate and isopropyl acetate will, 
make application on Form WPB 
2945, the announcement stated. 














Defense Plant Corp. Ups ‘ 


Commitment with GM | 
WASHINGTON. — Jesse Jones, ‘ 
Secretary of Commerce, last week 
announced that Defense Plant, 
Corp., RFC subsidiary, has au- * " 
thorized an increase in its contract \j 
with General Motors Corp., to pro- ( 
vide additional facilities at plants 
in Indiana and Michigan at a 
cost of approximately $5,000,000. _( , 
This results in an over-all com- 
mitment of approximately $72,000,- , 
000. General Motors Corp. will ' 
operate these facilities, title re- 
maining in Defense Plant Corp., 
the announcement states. ; 


























































incentive system was adopted as a‘ 
contract proposal between the 
company and Local 2, UAW-CIO,, 
on June 18, 1943. Avery’s report of ‘ 
production gains covers. three 
months of its operation under con- ( 
tract agreement. 

Two factors may be called the 
secret of the plan’s success. The ( 
agreement not to cutback the scale 
after a worker steps up his output 
is one, The second is the bringing * 
into the open of the basis on which 
fair standards of production are 
established. 

This latter point has been done 
through a program under which 
the union has designated certain 
of its members for training as 
time-study experts. These men and 
their work lend confidence to the 
workers that standards are care- 
fully and fairly established. 

_This is in contrast to so-called 
Piece work or bonus systems in the 
past, under which the worker was ’ 
more or less in the dark about 
how much work constituted “stand- 
ard normal performance.” é 

Employes at Murray Corp.’s 
Ecorse plant have been fully in- 
formed of the workings of the in- 
centive plan by a booklet dis- 
tributed to them which explains 
the system in detail. ( 
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